Lower Cape Fear Chapter – NCSSAR
2011

Officers:  
President – Gary O. Green


Vice President – James S. Williams


Secretary/Treasurer – James Brumit


Chaplain – Robert R. Avent


Registrar – C. Gene Funderburk


Historian – Russell Holt


Trustee (Property) – Robert R. Avent


Board Member at large – Douglas Malone


Board Member at Large – Dr. Lee W. Porter, DDS


Immediate Past President – Dr. William W. Holt

Significant Accomplishments:

15 Jan:  John Thornhill* attended the Battle of Cowpens anniversary; received a streamer for the chapter flag.  [*Wore colonial clothing]
12 Feb:  Chapter members participated in the Wilmington History Bowl and garnered 2nd place.  Members included Manly Davis, Lee Porter, John Debnam and Gene Funderburk.
22 Feb:  Washington’s Birthday Celebration at Bluewater, an American Grille, Wrightsville Beach
· Presented savings bond to the chapter’s nominee for Outstanding JROTC cadet, Morgan Jones, after she read her essay to the chapter members.  The essay was entitled “How JROTC has made me a better citizen”  Newspaper article and picture published in Wilmington Star-News
· Presented a certificate of appreciation to our guest speaker, Dr. William McCarthy, history professor at UNCW

26 Feb:  Encouraged SAR members to attend Moore’s Creek National Battleground celebration; a reception for SAR members and guests was held at State President John Thornhill’s house in Rose Hill.  Chapter Color Guard – Gary O. Green*, Bob Avent*, Bill Blackburn*, Lee Porter*, John Thornhill*, Bill Holt*, Gene Funderburk* led the procession at the Battle of Moore’s Creek celebration.  We received a streamer for the chapter flag. [*Wore colonial clothing] Other members present:  Scott Aiken and Dick Eisenman.
12 Mar:  Attended 230th Anniversary of the Battle of Guilford Courthouse; received a streamer for the chapter flag. (Gene Funderburk*) [*Wore colonial clothing]

9 Apr:  Chapter Members William W. Holt (OLC), John O. Thornhill (OLC) and Gary O. Green were awarded state Meritorious Service Medals at the state convention in Raleigh.  The chapter earned a second place in the virtual scrapbook competition.
15 May:  Chapter accepted the “Wilmington Cup” from the Lower Cape Fear Historical Society.  This was awarded to the chapter for contributions towards preserving history of the American Revolution in the Wilmington area.  Contributions identified included initiating the Revolutionary War Round Table and participating in the History Bowl.  Newspaper article describing receipt of award published in Wilmington Star News.  Color Guard presented colors for the ceremony.  Gary O. Green*, John Thornhill*. Bill Holt*. Lee Porter*, Gene Funderburk* made up the color guard. [*Wore colonial clothing]
21 May:  Led a grave marking for Compatriot Gaston Calhoun McIntyre in Oakdale Cemetery.  Chapter member, James McIntire is the grandson of the celebrated compatriot.  Lee Porter*, Gene Funderburk*, Bill Holt*, Bill Blackburn*, John Thornhill*, Chris Sweeny, Jim Brumit, Jim Williams attended.  [*Wore colonial clothing]
25 Jun:  Attended Charter Ceremony for the Lumberton, NC Chapter, NCSSAR (Gary O. Green & William W. Holt)
28 Jun:  Participated in Carolina’s Patriot Day Color Guard in Charleston, SC (John Thornhill* & Gene Funderburk*)  [*Wore colonial clothing]
2 Jul:  Awarded Heroism medal to James Blanton, Jr., Wallace and two Fire Safety Medals to Bradley Blanton and Gene Pulley.  Awarded a flag certificate to Woody and Tandi Lehocky
Awarded SAR Membership pins to the following members:



Scott Aiken (10) 
Richard Andrews (10) 
Bob Avent (5) 
Heyward Bellamy (35) 
Bill Blackburn (5) 
William H. Cox, Sr (10) 
Manly Davis (10) 
Ron Davis (10) 
John Debnam (40) 
Dick Eisenman (45) 
James Godwin (25) 
Grover Gore, II (10?) 
Grover Gore, Sr (10?) 
Russell Holt (5) 
Bill Holt (10) 
Brett Knowles (15) 
Joseph Lutskus (5) 
Alexander McDonald (15) 
George McNeir, III (45) 
Stephen C. Pearsall (10) 
Lee Porter (30) 
Julian Walker (30) 
Walter C. Whitehurst, Jr (5) 
Walter C. Whitehurst, Sr (5) 
Gregory R. Woodard (5)

17 Aug - Chapter business meeting

· Ruth-Anne Boltz, Regent for the Stamp Defiance Chapter of DAR presented a book to the chapter which listed all the patriot graves in North Carolina.
· Bob Avent reported that 13 JROTC awards were presented this year.
10 Sep – Attended a celebration of the Battle of Eutaw Springs, SC (Gene Funderburk, Gary O. Green)

22 Oct – Patriot Grave markings for General John Alexander Lillington (commander at Moore's Creek battle), Governor Samuel Ashe (1725 - 1813), Marine LT. William Cincinnatus Ashe (1765 - 1781) (Son of the Governor), and COL Samuel Ashe (1763 - 1835) (Son of the governor) grave marking in Rocky Point, NC. Presented Bronze Good Citizenship Medal to Moses Lupyan, property owner and caretaker of Lillington Cemetery.  Newspaper articles were printed in the Wilmington Star-News and the Burgaw describing the ceremonies.  Compatriots attending included Gary O. Green*, Robert Avent*, Lee Porter*, John Thornhill*, William Holt*, Gene Funderburk*, Dick Eisenman, James Williams and Vaughn Miklos. [*Wore colonial clothing]
30 Oct – Lower Cape Fear Chapter web site was revised to better communicate with the public.  Added features included minutes of the meeting/newsletters for all to read and pictorial displays of chapter activities.

5 Nov – Dinner meeting at Bluewater, An American Grille – Author Janet Uhlar was the featured speaker discussing the real life of Major General Nathanael Greene and his wife, Catherine Littlefield.  She brought the human out of the myth of the man and woman.  Compatriot Bill Blackburn was recognized for his service in WW II with an NSSAR certificate.  A slate of officers for the next two years was presented by Compatriot Bill Holt representing the nominating committee.  The recommendations were approved by the members present.  The officers will be installed during the February meeting.
3 Dec - 3 National events:
· Inaugural Celebration of the Battle of Great Bridge (John Thornhill*) [*Wore colonial clothing] 
· Marshal - Memorial Dedication Ceremony (John Thornhill*)[*Wore colonial clothing]
· 58th Annual Commemoration of Battle of Great Bridge (John Thornhill*)[*Wore colonial clothing]
3 Dec - 1 State event - Revolutionary War Patriots and War of 1812 Veterans Ceremony (John Thornhill*)[*Wore colonial clothing]
4 Dec - 1 State event - Christmas Parade at Roanoke Rapids (John Thornhill*)[*Wore colonial clothing]
5 Dec – Compatriots Gene Funderburk, Manly Davis and Gary Green attended a memorial service for Compatriot Christopher Sweeney.

17 Dec – Chapter business meeting.

· John Thornhill presented medals to Goldsboro DAR member Elizabeth Ann Jones and the Chapter Regent, Phyllis Edmundson on 18 Oct 11.  Newspaper article describing visit was printed in the Goldsboro News-Argus.
· The official name of the chapter was changed on the chapter constitution to The Lower Cape Fear Chapter of the National Society of the Sons of the American, Inc. by a motion and vote.

· Gene Funderburk explained the capability of members to obtain shirts with the Lower Cape Fear name and SAR logo from the Queensboro Company of Wilmington.  

· As of December 13, 2011, The Lower Cape Fear Chapter of the National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, Inc. had $3,679.16 in the operating checking account. All known invoices have been paid. The chapter owes state and national $1,540.00 for 2012 dues which is due January 31, 2012.

· Thirty-nine compatriots have paid their 2012 dues and 21 have not paid as of today. The last day is December 31, 2011 

· The Compatriot Charles H. Davis certificate of deposit for $1,512.68 matures September 15, 2012. The interest rate is 2.28% per annum. This CD is restricted for grave markings. The  Charles H. Davis CD owes the operating fund $65.42 for grave marking. 

· The scholarship fund for $1,746.18 certificate of deposit matures September 15, 2012. It is combined with the Charles H. Davis CD to get the best interest rate. The scholarship fund owes the operating fund $325.00.

	Year
	 
	2011
	 
	 

	Total Events
	Chapter /2
	State /6
	District /11
	National /3

	 _____________
	 ________
	_______ 
	____    __ 
	_________ 

	Bob Avent
	2
	1
	
	

	Bill Blackburn
	1
	1
	
	

	Manly Davis
	
	
	
	

	Gene Funderburk
	4
	2
	
	1

	Gary Green
	1
	2
	
	

	Bill Holt
	2
	1
	
	

	Lee Porter
	3
	
	
	

	John Thornhill
	3
	5
	
	8


Student Awards:  Thirteen (13) SAR JROTC medals presented in New Hanover, Pender, Brunswick and Onslow counties.  Two Outstanding seniors, Devin McDaniel, Ashley HS and Benjamin Rachunuk, Laney HS were awarded the Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for their interest in history.

New Members -2011
James Hash, Charles Smith McHone, Lance McHone, D.  Vaughn Micklos, George Evans, Daniel T. Gregory, Sr, Corey V. Green
There were 53 members in the Lower Cape Fear Chapter at the beginning of the year.  There were 59 members as of 27 Dec 2011
In Memorial:  

Jerry Horton Fredere (March 16, 1944-November 9, 2011)
Christopher Alan Sweeney  (July 22, 1946-November 30, 2011)
 Members holding state offices
John Thornhill – Alternate Trustee
William Holt – SE Region Vice President and Communications Chairman
5

