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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 
 

 This study records and describes the methods and results of the remote sensing with 
Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) and data recovery project for the approximately two acre 
area in and around the Ramsour’s Mill Mass Grave Monument, 31LN209, Figure 1.  The 
field notes and artifacts from the Phase I survey conducted during 1991 (Baker 1991) are 
unavailable at this time for review.  The area in and around the gravesite monument is very 
disturbed as indicated by both remote sensing, shovel testing and a single two-meter square 
centrally located in the study area. 

 Data recovery for the project areas adjacent to the gravesite monument, situated in Lincoln 
County, North Carolina, was conducted between January 14 and February 15, 2008.  
Background research including examining available topographic data of the area as well as 
reviewing the historical documents pertaining to the battle was used in addition to guidance 
from Lincoln County Museum of History staff.  Field notes and artifacts recovered from a 
prior survey, completed in the summer of 1991 (Baker 1991) were, however, unavailable.  As 
such, a strategy of remote sensing with Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR), systematic shovel 
tests, and a centrally placed 2-meter square test unit were employed to completely examine 
the area surrounding the Ramsour’s Mill Mass Grave Site, 31LN209. 

 Archaeological site files at the Office of State Archaeology for Lincoln County were 
examined on December 21, 2007 for the presence of additional surveys in the project 
vicinity.  No previously recorded historic sites associated with the battle itself were identified 
within one kilometer of the project areas during the literature review phase of the project.  A 
number of ridge tops, ridge toe slopes and first order tributaries adjacent to the project were 
not investigated for site locations pertaining to the battle, i.e. Adam Reep’s cabin, ford or 
canoe landing, Figure 2. 

 One hand-dug 2 x 2 meter test unit was excavated over the presumed location of the mass 
gravesite.  Each level within each stratum was examined for the presence of cultural features 
or other buried soil horizons of either natural or cultural origin.  If no features were found 
then excavation of the next level began.  All soil was removed in 10-cm levels in instances of 
natural strata and 20-cm levels in instances of disturbed fill or slope wash.  Excavated soil 
was then screened through ¼ inch (6 mm) wire mesh hardware cloth.  Documentation 
included level forms for every level excavated and included a description of the recovered 
artifacts and strata.  Soils were described using the Munsell color system and unit profiles 
were drawn and photographed. 

 The artifacts recovered from these investigations consist of three prehistoric lithic 
fragments, 1,657 historic artifacts, five bone fragments, and 29 discard or modern artifacts. 
The five bone fragments are unidentified and are from the second level of Test Unit 
103N/97E.  Two interior quartz flakes were recovered from the northeastern portion of the 
site in shovel test pits 120N/150E (Stratum II) and 140N/150E (Stratum I).  The stratigraphy 
in this part of the site was relatively undisturbed except for the moderately deflated A 
Horizon.  One non-diagnostic metarhyolite projectile point/knife fragment was recovered 
from the disturbed context of level 3 in Test Unit 103N/97E. 
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 A total of 43 shovel test pits (STPs) were excavated within the project area.  Only one 
STP (130N/110E) was not excavated due to ground disturbance.  Of the shovel test pits 
excavated, 28 contained artifacts. Surface collections were made from eight shovel test pits.  
All of the artifacts recovered fall within the mid to late 19th century through early to mid 20th 
century and appear to correlate to the house that once stood at the top of the hill before the 
schools were built.  There is a small prehistoric component isolated in the northeastern part 
of the site towards the top of the hill.  A total of 501 artifacts were recovered from surface 
collections and shovel testing. 

 The majority of material comprising the historic assemblage is glass (n=588), metal 
(n=523), ceramic (n=264), organics (n=231), and composites (n=35). Other material 
recovered includes leather (n=2), faunal remains (n=5), kaolin (n=1), stone (n=10), and 
textiles (n=1). One artifact remained unidentified and 39 others are considered either modern 
or plastic. 

 Shovel tests around the presumed grave area produced deeper soil profiles than other parts 
of the site where bedrock was closer to the surface.  The test unit showed multiple episodes 
of disturbance and fill intermingled with 20th century metal, ceramic, and glass fragments.  
This corresponds to what is known about the site originally having a house at the summit of 
the hill to the east and previously being used as a dump before the schools were built. 

 Excavations in the test unit failed to uncover anything relating to the late 18th century.  If 
the mass grave of the Revolutionary War militiamen is located in or around the granite grave 
marker as Baker (1991) and others (Dellinger 1988) have indicated then it is deeper than 
what are practical using hand excavating techniques. 

 Further work is recommended at the site monument due to its regional historical 
importance as one of the few battlefields from the Revolutionary War in this part of North 
Carolina. 

 2



 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 This study was designed to record and describe the methods and results of the GPR and 
data recovery project on and in the adjacent vicinity of the Mass Grave Monument, 
31LN209, Lincolnton, Lincoln County, North Carolina.  Survey of the project area and 
excavation of one 2 x 2 m test unit were conducted over a course of 12 days by a crew of two 
people and volunteers and interns associated with the Schiele Museum.  Fieldwork included 
documentation of the existing site conditions as well as an intensive survey of the proposed 
two-acre tract.   Areas of obvious disturbance and slopes of greater than 15 percent were not 
shovel tested. 

 A review of the appropriate USGS 7.5’ topographic map, Lincolnton West, NC (1993), 
was conducted prior to the initiation of the project (see Figure 1).  The project area consists 
of approximately 2.0 acres (0.81 ha) on and adjacent to the Ramsour’s Mill Mass Grave 
Monument at Battleground Middle School, with total area coverage of 2,800 square meters.  
A number of residential and educational buildings along with a high school football stadium 
have occupied this area since the middle of the 20th century.  Archaeological fieldwork was 
undertaken at the site of the Ramsour’s Mill Battle to locate potential prehistoric and/or 
historic resources in the project area and to confirm the location of the mass grave associated 
with the battle.  Specific methodologies were employed for background review, fieldwork, 
and laboratory analysis for the project. 

 Data recovery for the project areas adjacent to the gravesite monument, situated in Lincoln 
County, North Carolina, was conducted between January 14 and February 15, 2008.  
Background research including examining available topographic data of the area, as well as 
reviewing the historical documents pertaining to the battle, was used in addition to guidance 
from Lincoln County Museum of History staff.  Field notes and artifacts recovered from a 
prior survey, completed in the summer of 1991 (Baker 1991) were unavailable.  As such, a 
strategy of remote sensing with Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR), systematic shovel tests, 
and a centrally placed 2-meter square test unit were employed to completely examine the 
area surrounding the Ramsour’s Mill Mass Grave Site, 31LN209. 

 Jason Harpe, Director, Lincoln County Museum of History, Lincolnton, North Carolina 
provided project support, local historical suggestions and leads, survey maps, and helpful 
suggestions during the field phase of the project, considerably speeding remote sensing and 
data recovery activities.  The Principal Investigator for the project was Dr. J. Alan May, 
Curator of Anthropology at the Schiele Museum of Natural History located in Gastonia, 
North Carolina.  Data recovery was directed by Tracy Martin and assisted by January W. 
Porter.  Laboratory analysis and inventory was completed by January W. Porter with 
assistance from Tracy Martin.  Students from the UNC-Charlotte Historical Archaeology 
class assisted with ground penetrating radar prospection under the direction of Dr. Terry A. 
Ferguson, Ph.D., Wofford College, Spartanburg, South Carolina.
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Figure 1. Project vicinity map, Lincolnton, NC (1993) 7.5 minute topographic map.  Mass 
gravesite, 31LN209, marker lies immediately north of Battleground Middle School, arrow. 
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