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2014 & 2016 winner — 1st Place Nationally (single sheet)—Carl F. Bessent Newsletter Award

Message from the President
Compatriots,
Since we met in early November,
the Thanksgiving and Christmas
holidays have come and gone. Despite all the activity and movement
associated with them, many of our
chapter members have found the
time to come out and support various SAR events.
Ken Wilson and Geoff Pittard marched in the
Roanoke Rapids Christmas Parade. Ken Wilson awarded
the prize to the Knight Essay Contest winner and the
winner of the JROTC medal, both at Nash Central High
School, and also conducted a flag retirement for the
American Legion. Ken Wilson, Rives Manning, Ernest
Bobbitt, Geoff Pittard, Donald Oakes, and Duncan Jones
were all on hand for the ceremony for Wreaths Across
America.
Thank you to all of our members who gave of
their time! Through their efforts, they have shown they
place a value on all of the activities sponsored and endorsed by the SAR. And that makes me think of the importance of having goals and a purpose, as the SAR does.
You knew I would find a way to weave in a related story, didn’t you? Here we go.
It was a night in 1939. I know that’s the right
year, but my mother could have told us the exact date,
because she always remembered things like that. She and
my future father had been dating for a few weeks, having
been introduced to each other by her father at a local
dance. They had hit it off, and every weekend my father
would hop in his old Ford on the farm at Draughan,
cross Coffield’s Bridge over Fishing Creek, and drive
along the mostly unpaved roads to Scotland Neck, trying
to avoid getting stuck in a sandy rut along the way. He
told me it was worth the effort, he felt.

That particular night, they pulled into her driveway after a
date, and they stood near the car talking for a few moments. He asked if he could give her a goodnight kiss, and
she decided it was time to relent and have a little romance.
They had been dating for several weeks, after all. So he
kissed her, right there in the driveway. To her great horror,
in the middle of the kiss she opened her eyes and saw that
the light in the kitchen had come on, and in the window
she saw the silhouette of her father, looking out at them.
He had seen her kiss my father, right out there in the driveway in the night air. Her goose was cooked! Even
though she was twenty years old, this was still 1939, remember. And her father had certain rules.
As she told it, she more or less shoved my father
back in his car, hissed “Go home now!” and ran for the
front door. She quietly entered the living room. There
was nobody there, so she slid into her bedroom and shut
(cont. on next page)

The January meeting will be held Wed., 1/9, at 6:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall of the Halifax United Methodist Church in
Halifax NC. Our speaker will be Comp. Jay Deloach, from the
New Bern SAR Chapter.
His topic will be “Admiral David Farragut: The NC and Spanish
Family Connections”.
The ladies of the Methodist Church will be preparing a delicious
dinner, but reservations are required, no later than noon on
Friday, 1/4. You may email President Gammon at thepinnacle@ec.rr.com, or call him at 252-732-6476. The cost of the
dinner will be $10 per person. If we do not hear from you, we
will presume you will not be able to attend. Be sure to let us
know if you are bringing any guests, as any last minute guests
who we do not have a RSVP for may not be able to get a meal.

President’s Comments (cont. from pg 1)
the door. She waited a bit, and hearing nothing, she crept out of her bedroom to work her way to the bathroom. As she
passed through the dining room, she reached over to switch on a table lamp so she could see better. And there, in full
illumination, stood my grandfather, his arms folded across his chest. He looked at her and quietly said “Rebecca, always
know what you’re doing, and always know why you’re doing it.”
She said she thought about firing back a sarcastic answer like “I knew EXACTLY what I was doing out there,”
but common sense kicked in, and she mumbled “Yes, Sir” and ran for the bathroom.
When I was growing up, the catch phrase of “Always know what you’re doing” was tossed at me repeatedly.
Truth is, I got tired of hearing it, but I must have deserved it in some way. I suppose it was my parents’ way of keeping
me focused. You can add this to the lengthy list of things my parents told me that I didn’t believe at the time, but seem
very sensible now that I am older.
And it’s still good advice for all of us. Sometimes when things pop up, or when we get overwhelmed with activities, we just have to pause and ask ourselves, “Why am I doing this?” If we are truthful, the answer will sometimes surprise us, because we don’t always have a clear answer!
Fortunately for us, the SAR is an organization that has very clear goals and purposes, and we can always rely on
its guidance. If the SAR -- be it nationally or locally—is sponsoring an activity, we can be sure it will be worth our while
to support it. The members I have recognized above know this, and have shown their support by showing up. I encourage us all to keep this type of support on our minds in 2019, and to help our chapter and organization every way we
can.
A happy and healthy New Year to you all!

David
Local Hero Comes Home
MURFREESBORO – Nearly 80 years after first reporting for duty aboard the USS Oklahoma,
Jarvis Godwin Outland is finally coming home to Murfreesboro.
Outland – who served in the U.S. Navy, enlisting in 1938 – held the rank of Fireman First Class on
the famed battleship that was anchored at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. That ship was among
those sunk or severely damaged during a surprise attack by the Japanese Navy. Four hundred twenty nine crewmen on the Oklahoma lost their lives on that day, to include Outland.
In the weeks and months following this wartime disaster, Outland’s body was listed as “nonrecoverable” by the U.S. Navy. That all changed beginning in 2015 when the U.S. Department of
Defense issued a directive to identify those unknown heroes. In most all cases, DNA was used in
that effort.
Since 2017, more than 100 crewmen of the Oklahoma have been moved from “unknown” status
to “recovered.” Outland is among those. His remains were officially identified on March 19 of this
year.
“I’m just so grateful that he’s coming home,” said Ann Parker, the niece of the late Jarvis Godwin Outland.
With full Naval Military Honors, Outland’s remains will be interred during an 11:30 a.m. graveside service on Saturday,
Nov. 3 at Riverside Cemetery in Murfreesboro. There, he will be laid to rest next to his father, Jacob, and brother, Clinton.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to the American Red Cross in memory of all military veterans lost
in battle.
Outland was awarded two awards, both posthumously – The American Defense Service Medal and The World War II Victory Medal.
(cont. on next page)
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Local Hero Comes Home (cont.)
Jarvis Godwin Outland was born Sept. 8, 1920 to Jacob Holloman and Eva Cotton Holloman Outland in the Murfreesboro/St. John area of Hertford County. He was known by his nickname – “Buddy” – by family and friends.
His siblings – listed in order of their birth (and now all deceased) – were Ruth Thelma, Huldah, Sarah Ann, Sallie Mae,
John Moore, Ada Helen, Collin David, Horace Lee, Clinton J., and Reather Teister Outland. “Buddy” Outland was the
youngest child.
Buddy Outland, a 1937 graduate of Murfreesboro High School and a member of Murfreesboro United Methodist Church,
enlisted in the U.S. Navy in Norfolk, VA on July 5, 1938. Due to the fact that he was only 17-years-old at the time, his father signed the enlistment papers, giving his blessing for his young son to serve in the military.
He reported for duty on the USS Oklahoma on Nov. 10, 1938. Assigned to Pearl Harbor, the Oklahoma only made two
trips back to the mainland prior to that fateful Sunday morning in 1941….both times to the West Coast for repairs.
Parker said there was a sense of pride among her family that one of their members served and died in defense of freedom.
“They were proud and honored for the capacity in which he served,” Parker noted. “He devoted his service, and his life, to
his country. His name is always mentioned lovingly among family members.”
By Cal Bryant, Editor of the Roanoke-Chowan News-Herald in Ahoskie, N.C.

Recent Chapter Activities

Top-bottom, clockwise, l-r: President Gammon awarding the SAR War Service Medal to new Chapter member Michael Aaron
Cooper in recognition of his service in Iraq. He was also presented with the SW Asia Veterans Corps Certificate; 11/14: President Gammon recognizing Renny Taylor, winner of the Chapter’s History Teacher Award; 12/7: Ken with the Chapter’s winner in the Knight Essay contest, Ms. Amber Silver of Nash Central HS; Ken with the winner of the Chapter’s Enhanced
JROTC Scholarship contest, Cadet Albert J Lytton from Nash Central HS; The Color Guard leading the RR Christmas Parade.
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