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The Bethabara Bugler is the Newsletter of the Bethabara Chapter of Winston-Salem. It is, under normal
circumstances, published monthly (except during the months of June, July, and August when there will
only be one summer edition). It will be distributed by email, usually at the first of the month. Articles,
suggestions, and ideas are welcome – please send them to: Allen Mollere, 3721 Stancliff Road,
Clemmons, NC 27012, or email: amollere@msn.com.

----------------------------------------Bethabara Chapter Meetings
As you are aware, no Bethabara Chapter SAR on-site meetings have been held recently due to continuing
concerns over the Corona virus.
On November 12, 2020, the Bethabara Chapter did conduct a meeting via Zoom with nine Compatriots
participating. After a brief Zoom instruction, Chapter President Ed Hosmer called the meeting to order
at 10:10 AM.
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Minutes of November Membership Meeting
•
•

The invocation was delivered by Compatriot Ed Hosmer.
Compatriot Orin Sadler led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America:
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for
which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

•

Compatriot Bill Ewalt led recitation of The American Creed:
“I believe in the United States of America as a government of the people, by the people,
for the people, whose just powers are derived from the consent of the governed; a
democracy in a Republic; a sovereign Nation of many sovereign States, one and
inseparable, established upon those principles of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity
for which American patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes.
I therefore believe it is my duty to my country to love it; to support its Constitution; to obey
its laws; to respect its flag; and to defend it against all enemies.”

•

Compatriot Allen Mollere led recitation of The Official Pledge to the SAR:
“We the descendants of the heroes of the American Revolution who, by their sacrifice,
establish the United States of America, reaffirm our faith in the principles of liberty and
our Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge ourselves to defend them against every
foe.”

•
•

Ed Hosmer introduced Compatriots Steph Rantz and Joe Weaver.
Ed stated that the Battle of the Shallowford Ceremony had 45 people attend and went smoothly
despite the rain. The North Carolina SAR Color Guard participated, and the Bethabara Chapter swore
in 4 new members.
Ed mentioned that he has numerous veterans, membership, and supplemental certificates to present.
Ed and Andy Kelly will make the presentations at member homes during the month of December.
The State 2021 SAR Convention is still planned for Winston-Salem. The exact date is TBD but
possibly the 3rd weekend in March. The work for the chapter will start after the New Year.
Gary Fraysier gave the treasurers report and reported 2021 dues have been paid to date for 21 or our
46 members with November 15 being the due date. After that, Gary will ask other officers to help
follow up via email or telephone.
Bill Ewalt mentioned that there is an exceptionally good video that is free on Amazon Prime by Allen
Gueizo under “American Founding Fathers”.
Steph Rantz gave a presentation on his patriot ancestor Michael Rentz.
Joe Weaver gave a presentation on his patriot ancestor Isaac Outten.
A motion was made, seconded, and passed unanimously to cancel the December Holiday Party and
to have future meetings via Zoom until further notice.
A discussion took place regarding the Chapter Christmas party in December. It was decided that a
Christmas party will not be held this year due to Corona Virus concerns, however, a zoom Chapter

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
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meeting will take place at 10 AM on Thursday, December 10. Participants can log into Zoom at 9:30
AM for social discussions prior to the meeting.
•

•

•
•

Ed mentioned that he plans to have Andy Kelly, Harlan Hawks, and Larry McRae provide talks on
their recently approved SAR Military Service Veterans Corps Certificates during the next zoom
meeting.
Compatriot Allen Mollere led the SAR Recessional:
“Until we meet again, let us remember our obligations to our forefathers, who gave us our
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, an independent Supreme Court, and a Nation of Free Men.”
Ed Hosmer provided the closing Benediction.
The meeting adjourned at 11:45 AM.

Recording Secretary
Andy Kelly

----------------------------------------Presentations
Compatriots who participated in the meeting via Zoom were treated to two very enjoyable PowerPoint
and narrative Patriot presentations.

*******

Patriot Michael Rantz
By Steph Rentz

Life of the Backcountry
Militiaman in Northampton Co.,
Pennsylvania

Drawing of Easton, Pennsylvania by Augustus Kollner, 1844, Library of Congress.
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The story of my patriot ancestor, Michael Rentz, is the story of a militia officer in the Pennsylvania
backcountry, a land inhabited by families of differing loyalties. As populations encroached upon Native
American land, hostilities naturally arose, and Tories were quick to stoke and enflame any smoldering
resentment into violent conflicts between the patriots and their indigenous neighbors. While I do not
know the specifics of Michael’s service, the history of the region provides fascinating fare for the
researcher in the role of militias and their service to our country.
Most researchers place the birth of Michael Rentz (spelled also as Rantz) in Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
1765-1767. His father and mother, Andreas, and Anna Barbara Leix Rantz, belonged to the German
Reformed Churches that proliferated throughout the area and eventually settled into Moore Township in
Northampton County. Close by were the pacifist congregations of Moravians and Mennonites, which
further emphasized the need of men of military action. The varying temperaments in the area were
heightened when the Declaration of Independence was read on the nearby Easton Courthouse steps. Of
course, I like to imagine that Michael could have been there in that historic moment. While many have
heard the story of John Nixon reading this famous document at the State House in Philadelphia, fewer
know that the Declaration was also read on the courthouse steps of Northampton County.

Moore Township

Bethlehem, PA

Most researchers place the birth of Michael Rentz (spelled also as Rantz) in Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
1765-1767. His father and mother, Andreas, and Anna Barbara Leix Rantz, belonged to the German
Reformed Churches that proliferated throughout the area and eventually settled into Moore Township in
Northampton County. Close by were the pacifist congregations of Moravians and Mennonites, which
further emphasized the need of men of military action. The varying temperaments in the area were
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heightened when the Declaration of Independence was read on the nearby Easton Courthouse steps. Of
course, I like to imagine that Michael could have been there in that historic moment. While many have
heard the story of John Nixon reading this famous document at the State House in Philadelphia, fewer
know that the Declaration was also read on the courthouse steps of Northampton County.

From the collection of the Easton Public Library

The Pennsylvania Evening Gazette recorded this momentous event (8 July 1776)—Easton,
Pennsylvania: This day the Declaration of Independence was received here, and proclaimed in the
following order: The Colonel and all other field officers of the first battalion repaired to the courthouse,
the light infantry company marching there with drums beating, fifes playing, and the standard (the
device for which is the thirteen United Colonies) which was ordered to be displayed, and after that the
Declaration was read aloud to a great number of spectators who gave their hearty assent with three
loud huzzas, and cried out MAY GOD LONG PRESERVE and UNITE the FREE and INDEPENDANT
STATES of AMERICA.”
As the newspaper account relates, it was also at this same historic event that the Northampton flag made
its appearance, spiraling out over the spectators its circle of thirteen stars that is said to have inspired the
iconic Betsy Ross flag.

Moravian Gemein House in Bethlehem, PA. Library of Congress.
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In addition, it is exciting to ponder that Michael could have passed the forefathers and relatives of some
of the settlers of Salem, North Carolina, just as I encounter their descendants today. As it is well known
here that in 1753, fifteen Moravians set out from Bethlehem, Pennsylvania to the Wachovia Tract in
North Carolina.
Despite all the intriguing festivities in Northampton at that time, according to Davis’ History of North
Hampton County, Pennsylvania, 1877 it was said that even “with all her ardent patriotism and
notwithstanding and all the sacrifices made by her sons for the cause of independence, contained many
an enemy of America; many an one on whom his neighbors looked with more than suspicion and called
by the opprobrious name of Tory.”
Francis Fox writes (Sweet Land of Liberty: the Ordeal of the American Revolution in Northampton
County, Pennsylvania) that one loyalist, Elias Long who was enraged by the very same Easton
Courthouse reading of the great Declaration, “cursed the Congress, the Constitutional Convention, and
the County Committee and proclaimed loudly that they were all a ‘parcel of damned rascals and were
selling the people’s liberties.’”

Benjamin West's William Penn's Treaty with the Indians, 1775. Library of Congress.

As these curses were overheard by revolutionaries, Long was forced to flee Northampton County,
perhaps joining ‘a force of Indians and Tories who operated in Northern Pennsylvania.’ Raids by Native
Americans on colonists in the backcountry, made life uneasy for the people of Northampton. As Thomas
Verenna writes in a recent article in the Journal of the American Revolution: “Tories and Indians were
raiding the countryside using the northern regions of Northampton and Northumberland, and using
Catawissa and Black Creek as a base of operations as they had during the French and Indian War.” It
was the hope of the backcountry inhabitants of the Pennsylvania’s frontier that a renewed campaign to
drive the Indians out of reach of the homesteads and plantations might provide some relief. In 1778,
according to Verenna, “their close proximity had made it easy to launch attacks and raids on the civilian
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populations for generations (it didn’t help that settlers continued to encroach upon American Indian
land granted under treaty)…..”
Gregory Knouff (An Arduous Service: A Pennsylvania Backcountry Soldiers Revolution) further
demonstrates that the conflicts between the loyalists and revolutionaries in the backcountry was a
territorial quest “over which group of settlers would control the land.” Knouff goes on to say that a
strong desire to protect their families and communities, racial animosity toward Indians, a desire to
secure a new source of open land, and local grievances with those perceived as Tories formed the core
of the backcountry soldiers' motivations for fighting. The desire for to reclaim land by the Native
Americans, to hold the land by the Tories, and the need to become the land of a new and independent
nation by the patriots created a dangerous and explosive atmosphere of which Knouff writes: “The
salient experiences, then, of Pennsylvania backcountry soldiers in the frontier conflict were total war,
extreme violence, and strong hostility toward their opponents.”

Memorial photo from Findagrave.

It is against the backdrop of these rising tensions that what is known as the 1780 Sugarloaf Massacre
occurred, wherein 41 Northampton militia men led by one Capt. Jacob Klader (as recently proven by
Verenna) were brutally attacked by Native Americans and loyalists. At least 10 militia men lost their
lives, and by other accounts 15. Those who went to bury the dead described the scene: “Our Soldiers
Dead, Scalped, Striped Naked, & in a most cruel & Barborous manner Tomehawked, their throads Cut,
&c.”
Author, John Niles Hubbard, in Sketches of Border Adventures writes that the soldiers who survived of
the massacre spread the news as far as the Delaware River.
And it was under the very same captain of the Sugarloaf expedition, Jacob Clader, whom my ancestor
was soon to serve. It goes without saying that it would be no small act to join a militia at this time and
place. The very air around the colonists was electric with danger, coming from without and within, as
there was no small number of loyalists in Northampton.
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Standard-Speaker [Newspaper; Hazleton, PA] 26 August 1941

Michael joined the 3rd Battalion as a private of the 2nd Class on April 14th, 1782. While I do not know
what hardships my ancestor survived, a community takes on its contextual and historical identity in much
the same way we will identify with the hardships of our own era. Although Michael’s own story has not
survived there are the stories of those around him that have become part of our revolutionary heritage.
Captain Philip Shrawder of Northampton County wrote that it would be difficult to raise recruits for the
Continental Army because the militia "had the greatest assurance from the most respectable men of
these parts that they should not be taken off but employed for the defense of this county." Knouff further
relays specifically that the Third Militia Battalion reported: the companies which live on the more remote
side of Blue Mountain alleged in general as a reason of not complying [with the call for service in the
East] that they were repeatedly told that the Indians would be down upon their families immediately and
therefore would not leave them.”

I am certain that the intertwining responsibilities of protecting one’s families and neighbors as well as
defending the ideal of a new country were difficult to sort out. It is no small wonder that it created a new
breed of independent citizens, who emerged stronger than before.
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After the Revolutionary War, Michael continued to serve in the local militia, earning pay vouchers at
least twice more (1786). Also, in 1786, Michael is listed as a ‘singele man’ on a tax list for Moore
Township in Northampton County. A few years later in 1790, Michael applies for a land warrant in the
same county. He is clearly coming into his own in this new country.
Michael soon marries Anna Sara Dietrich, and they baptize their daughter, Margareth, on 17 Oct 1794
at Emmanuel Reformed Church in Moorestown, witnessed by Michael’s father-in-law, Johann Dietrich.
The same church records the birth of daughter, Elizabeth (1795) and son, Johannes (1796).
It is my own 3rd great grandfather, William, who records the death of Michael in a petition to the
Columbia County Orphan’s Court in December of 1820 wherein William becomes guardian to his
younger brothers, minors, Isaac and Joseph.
While perhaps I might find in the future more adventurous tales of Revolutionary service, within or
without the continental army, but it was so important to me personally to become a member of the Sons
of the American Revolution with a patriot that carries my own surname (or a variation thereof), and I
was happy to find out that I am the first to record the service for any Rentz/Rantz with the SAR (Michael
is already in the DAR patriot index). At first faced with only rosters and pay vouchers, I felt like there
was not much to glean about Michael’s life in colonial America, but the adventure of research is filling
in the gaps, and I have no doubt that many a harrowing tale of the backcountry officer has gone unwritten
and is yet to be inferred, and there is enough information left behind to imagine a heroic life indeed.

Further Reading
Many of the authors quoted above have their articles available online:
Davis---. History of Northampton. http://www.usgwarchives.net/pa/northampton/davistoc.htm
Knouff, Gregory. An Arduous Service: The Pennsylvania Backcountry Soldiers’ Revolution.
https://journals.psu.edu/phj/article/view/25116
Verenna, Thomas. Murder Along the Creek: Taking a Closer Look at the Sugarloaf Massacre.
https://allthingsliberty.com/2015/07/murder-along-the-creek-taking-a-closer-look-at-the-sugarloafmassacre/

*******
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Patriot Isaac Outten
By Joseph Gifford Weaver, III
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----------------------------------------Battle of the Brick House
(Compilation by Allen Mollere)

The Battle of the Brick House took place in Brunswick County, North Carolina on November 15, 1781,
and pitted patriot Brigadier General Griffith Rutherford and his NC State Legion against an unknown
British Commander. Rutherford and his 1,500-man legion marched towards Wilmington, North Carolina
and stopped at a British post located in a Brick House opposite to Wilmington. The fort consisted of the
house, abatis, and about 50 British soldiers. Many of Rutherford's officers did not want to attack the
"fort" but after traveling all that distance the rank and file soldiers certainly did. The officers decided to
allow the anxious men, against their better judgement, to attack British post.
The patriot NC State Legion moved upon the fort and Capt. Thomas Kennedy was ordered to demand
the British to surrender. The British declined, there was a brief skirmish, and after suffering 4 or 5 killed
and several wounded, Rutherford ordered his men to withdraw. One British soldier was reported
wounded with no casualties.

Known British/Loyalist Participants
British Commander - Unknown
Capt. Neill McPhaul of the Bladen County Loyalist Militia (wounded) and 50 British Regulars and
Loyalists

Known Patriot Participants
Brigadier General Griffith Rutherford - Commanding Officer
NC State Legion led by Col. Robert Smith and Major Joseph Graham, with sixteen (16) known
companies, led by:
Capt. Bumgardner
Capt. Robert Hill
Capt. Jesse Knighton
Capt. Philip Null
Capt. Minor Smith
Capt. Daniel Wright

Capt. Gabriel Enochs
Capt. William Hill
Capt. John Lopp
Capt. Charles Polk
Capt. Isaac White

Capt. Peter Forney
Capt. Thomas Kennedy
Capt. Charles Maddie
Capt. Richard Simmons
Capt. Robert White

Anson County Regiment of Militia detachment of two (2) known companies, led by:
Capt. Patrick Boggan
Capt. John DeJarnett
Chatham County Regiment of Militia detachment of one (1) known company, led by:
Capt. Alexander Clark or Capt. Thomas Hinsley
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In his 1832 pension application Archibald Daniel, who served under Capt. William Hill and Col. Robert
Smith, stated:
"....the Brick House near Wilmington, North Carolina, where the British and Tories were
posted in conjunction and where they were taken by surprise just after daylight in the morning
-- when an engagement took place between Colonel Smith's Corps and the British and Tories
who laid outside of the house, and pickets which was placed there for the protection of the
house, when the British and Tories were defeated with some loss as well as some of the men
under the command of Colonel Smith were killed to the number of four or five -- and some
wounded of which latter number he was one. He received a wound on his left hand from a
blow from a sword which wound disabled his pay and for the time, but he has since recovered
the use of it."

----------------------------------------Cape Lookout & Ocracoke Inlet Engagement
(Compilation by Allen Mollere)

The British brig Aurora was bound for New York on November 1, 1776 along with eighteen other
vessels that were transporting supplies to the British Navy, when she foundered near Ocracoke Inlet, just
southeast of Beaufort, North Carolina in the Atlantic Ocean.
The patriot Core Sound Independent Company of Carteret County, stationed near Cape Lookout and led
by Capt. Enoch Ward, with an unknown number of men, sailed over to the Aurora, Captained by John
Bishop Mate and five men. They seized its cargo and the crew. The vessel was a food and stores supply
vessel for the British Navy carrying beef, pork, bread, flour, peas, oatmeal, rice, raisins, rum, butter, and
vinegar valued at £1,000. On May 9th, Capt. Ward and his men were awarded one half of the value of
the cargo they seized from the Aurora.

----------------------------------------Currituck Inlet
(Compilation by Allen Mollere)

In September of 1778, the Continental Navy frigate Raleigh was captured by the British Navy, leaving
the North Carolina coast virtually unprotected from privateers. As a result, Loyalist Capt. John Goodrich
of Virginia repeatedly went into Currituck Inlet and captured or set fire to any Continental Navy vessels
he could find. On November 15th, he again sailed into Currituck Inlet and burned two vessels that were
attempting to leave the inlet. The cargo and cattle on board these two ships were destroyed before the
local patriot militia could sail out to their aid. Following the raid, Capt. Goodrich sailed out into the
Atlantic Ocean with no impunity.
Patriot Participants: Two Unknown Ships - Captains Unknown
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British/Loyalist Participants: Privateer Unknown - Capt. John Goodrich (VA)

----------------------------------------New Supplementals Approved
Bethabara Chapter Compatriot
Allen Mollere, III
Allen Mollere, III

Patriot
Simon LeBlanc
Antoine Montz

----------------------------------------Special Certificates
Compatriots Harlan Hawks and Larry McRae have been approved to receive the SAR Military Service
Recognition Award. Their certificates will be presented at a later on-site meeting. (Eligible compatriot
veterans can find the Military Service Record Form on the NSSAR website.)

----------------------------------------Upcoming 2020 SAR Activities
Dec 10 Bethabara Chapter Zoom meeting. Socializing at 9:30 AM, meeting starts 10:00 AM
Dec 19 Wreaths Across America
Note:

All events and dates pending virus quarantine status.

----------------------------------------Bethabara Chapter Website
http://winstonsalemsar.org/
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Bethabara Chapter Officers and Contacts
President
Ed Hosmer
100 Creekstone Ct.
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
(734) 776-6521
ejhosmer@earthlink.net

Vice-President
Bill Ewalt
135 Cramerton Ct.
Lewisville, NC 27023
(763) 229-9493
Wiewalt35@yahoo.com

Secretary
Andy Kelly
308 Springwater Court
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
(336) 442-7490
akelly1@triad.rr.com

Registrar & Historian
Larry McRae
5108 Huntcliff Trail
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
(336) 245-8969
mcraelt@gmail.com

Treasurer
Gary Fraysier
145 Ashton Place Circle
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
(336) 815-1159
garyfraysier@gmail.com

Newsletter
Allen Mollere, III
3721 Stancliff Road
Clemmons, NC 27012
(336) 766-4868
amollere@msn.com

Webmaster
Ed Hosmer
100 Creekstone Ct.
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
(734) 776-6521
ejhosmer@earthlink.net

Sargent-At-Arms
George Sage

Education Liaison
Orin Sadler
3224 Cross Tree Rd.
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
(336) 252-8812
orin.sadler1@gmail.com

Immediate Past-President (and NCSSAR President)
Fred Learned
4030 Dresden Drive
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
(239) 849-0814
fdlearned@gmail.com

-----------------------------------------
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Have a Safe and Wonderful Holiday Season

-----------------------------------------

.
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